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Abstract: This article will explain the differences between British and American
English pronunciation in a simple and understandable way. Although these two variants
belong to the same language, there are significant differences in how they sound. The
article will specifically explain the different pronunciation of vowels, the omission or
clearer pronunciation of certain consonants, as well as differences in stress and intonation
through examples. For example, the fact that some words sound the same in the British
variant and different in the American variant can be interesting and sometimes complicated
for language learners. Also, the pronunciation or not of the /r/ sound in some cases is
considered as one of the important differences. The article will analyze how much these
differences affect communication and the question of which variant to choose for learners.
In general, this study attempts to show differences in pronunciation not as a problem, but as
a manifestation of the richness and diversity of the language.
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AHHOTAUMA: B Oannoii cmamve npocmviM U NOHAMHBLIM SA3bIKOM OOBACHAIOMCS
Paznudus 8 NPOUSHOUEHUU OPUMAHCKO20 U AMEPUKAHCKO20 AH2IUliCKo20. Xoms smu 08a
sapuanma npuHaoiedcam K 0OHOMY A3bIKY, CYWEeCmEYIom 3HAYUmMeNbHble PA3IUYUS 8 UX
38yuyanuu. B uacmnocmu, 6 cmamve Ha npumepax OYOym paccmMompeHvl pasiuyHoe
NPOU3HOWIEHUE 2lIACHbIX, HNPONYcK uiu Oojnee uYemKoe NPOUSHOUIEHUE HEKOMOpPbIX
CO2NACHBIX, A MakKdxice paziudus 6 yoapenuu u unmonayuu. Hanpumep, mom ¢haxm, umo
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HeKomopwvle cloea 3eyuam 00UHAKOBO 6 6pumaHCKOM eapuarkme u no-pasHomy 6

AMEPUKAHCKOM, MOdcem Oblmb UHMEPECHBIM U UHO20A CHLONCHLIM OJIsl U3YUAIOWUX A3bIK.
Takorce 0OHUM U3 BAJCHBIX PA3IUYULL CUUMAemcs NpousHouleHue 38yka /Y/ 6 HeKomopwvix
cayyasx. B cmamve Oydem npoananuzupo8aHo, HACKOAbKO MU PA3IUYUSL GIUAIOM HA
obujenue u Ha 60NpPoOC 0 MOM, KAKOU 8ApUAHM 8blOpamb OJisl U3yuarowux A3vlk. B yenom,
OaHHOe UCCIe008aHUe CIMPEeMUMCcs NOKA3amMb pa3IuyUs 6 NPOUSHOUIeHUU He KaK npoobiemy,
a Kak nposenenue bo2amcmea u pazHooobpasus A3vikd.

KitoueBble ¢J10Ba: aHenutickull s3blK, paziudus 6 NPOUSHOWeHUU, (DOHemuKa,
2llacHvle, CO2NACHble, YOapeHue, UHMOHAYUA, A3bIKOBAS BAPUAMUBHOCb, U3VUEHUE
AHNIULICKO20 A3bIKA

Annotatsiya: Ushbu magolada British va American English talaffuzi o ‘rtasidagi
farglar sodda va tushunarli tarzda yoritiladi. Garchi bu ikki variant bir xil tilga tegishli
bo‘lsa-da, ularning eshitilishida sezilarli tafovutlar bor. Maqolada aynigsa unli
tovushlarning turlicha aytilishi, ayrim undoshlarning tushirib qoldirilishi yoki anigroq
talaffuz qilinishi, shuningdek urg‘u va ohangdagi farglar misollar orgali tushuntiriladi.
Masalan, ba’zi so‘zlar Britaniya variantida bir xil, Amerika variantida esa boshqacha
eshitilishi til o‘rganuvchilar uchun qizigarli hamda ba’zan murakkab bo ‘lishi mumkin.
Shuningdek, /r/ tovushining ayrim hollarda talaffuz gilinishi yoki gilinmasligi ham muhim
farglardan biri sifatida ko ‘rib chigiladi. Maqgola davomida bu farglar mulogotga qanchalik
ta’sir qilishi va o ‘rganuvchilar uchun qaysi variantni tanlash masalasi ham yengil tahlil
gilinadi. Umuman olganda, ushbu tadgiqgot talaffuzdagi farglarni muammo emas, balki til
boyligi va xilma-xilligining bir ko ‘rinishi sifatida ko ‘rsatishga harakat giladi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Ingliz tili, talaffuz farglari, fonetika, unli tovushlar, undosh tovushlar,
urg ‘u, intonatsiya, til variatsiyasi, ingliz tilini o ‘rganish.

INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, English is one of the most widely used international communication tools
in the world. It plays an important role not only in the fields of science, technology and
business, but also in everyday communication. Therefore, the need to get acquainted with its
different variants in the process of learning English is increasing. The two main variants that
are most widespread and have a wide scope of influence are British English and American
English. The differences between them are not limited to vocabulary or spelling, but are also
clearly manifested in the pronunciation system. These differences in pronunciation often
create difficulties for language learners. Because words that are written the same can be
pronounced differently or, conversely, despite the similar pronunciation, there are
significant differences in tone and stress. In particular, phonetic aspects such as the vowel
system, the pronunciation of consonants, stress and intonation determine the main
differences between the two variants. For example, in some cases, American English
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pronunciation is clear and fluent, while British English is characterized by a shortened or
softer tone [9].

The main purpose of this article is to compare the pronunciation systems of British and
American English and to reveal their similarities and differences. It also considers how
these differences are important for English language learners. It is expected that the results
of the study will help language learners choose the right pronunciation model, as well as
develop the ability to understand different accents. In general, a thorough study of
pronunciation differences is one of the important factors in effective mastery of the English
language.

Literature review

The differences in the pronunciation systems of British and American English have
been widely studied by many linguists, and this direction is an important component of the
field of phonetics and phonology. In this regard, scientific sources devoted to describing the
standard pronunciation norms of the English language are of particular importance. For
example, the Received Pronunciation model developed by Daniel Jones has been used in
scientific research for many years as the main model of British English pronunciation. His
work has made a great contribution to the development of English phonetics and has
retained its relevance to this day.

American English pronunciation has been studied more systematically through the
research of John Samuel Kenyon and Thomas A. Knott. The General American model,
formed on the basis of their work, represents the widespread pronunciation variant of
American English. In this model, the constant pronunciation of the sound /r/ (rotic
pronunciation) is especially noted as an important feature.

In modern phonetic research, the work of scientists such as Peter Roach and John C.
Wells plays an important role. They provided a systematic description of the vowels and
consonants in English, and analyzed the differences between British and American English
on a scientific basis. In particular, changes in the vowel system, stress and intonation issues
are covered in detail in their research.

In addition, modern research is also widely studying the concept of global variants of
the English language, that is, World English. According to this approach, British and
American English are not considered the only “correct” model, but rather one of the
different forms of the English language. In this regard, differences in pronunciation are
interpreted not as a problem for language learners, but as an opportunity to adapt and
develop communicative competence. The existing literature shows that the pronunciation
systems of British and American English have been studied in depth and comprehensively.
At the same time, modern research emphasizes the need to analyze these differences not
only phonetically, but also in a social and cultural context.

Results

The comparative analysis showed that there are a number of systematic and clear
differences between the pronunciation of British and American English. First of all, the

114



“DUNYO TA’LIMI SIFATINI OSHIRISHNING ILG‘OR USULLARI
ILMIY JURNALI”

5-May, 2026-yil
differences in the vowel system are most noticeable. For example, words such as bath,
dance, last are pronounced with a long /a:/ in British English, while in American English
they are usually pronounced with a short /@/. Also, the vowels in words such as lot and hot
are heard differently in the two versions. This indicates a specific development of the vowel
system in both versions [7].

The second important result concerns the pronunciation of the /r/ sound. American
English is considered rhotic, that is, the /r/ sound is pronounced clearly in all positions of
the word, even at the end (car, teacher). In British English, especially in standard
pronunciation, the /r/ sound is often not pronounced and is heard only if it is followed by a
vowel. This difference has a significant impact on the overall tone and audibility of speech.

Significant differences were also observed in the pronunciation of consonants. For
example, in American English, the /t/ sound in words such as water, better is often heard as
a soft “flap”, while in British English it is preserved as a clear /t/. In addition, there are
differences in the stress and intonation system, with British English generally characterized
by a softer and smoother tone, while American English has a more rhythmic and stressed
pronunciation. The results show that the differences between the pronunciation systems of
British and American English are systematic and important enough to be worth studying,
and they directly affect the listening and speaking skills of language learners.

Analysis

The results obtained show that the differences between British and American English
pronunciation are not accidental, but are based on historical and phonological laws [5]. First
of all, the differences in the vowel system are associated with the independent development
of the English language in different regions. While pronunciation norms are traditionally
formed in Britain, the desire for simplification and convenience is more pronounced in
American English. Therefore, many sounds are pronounced shorter and more clearly in
American English. The use of the sound /r/ is also one of the important phonological
differences. In American English, its constant pronunciation makes speech more fluent and
clear, while in British English, the omission of /r/ leads to a softer and more elongated tone.
This difference is considered not only a phonetic, but also a sign of social and cultural
identification.

The pronunciation of consonants, in particular /t/, is also an important sign between
the two variants [3]. In American English, the soft transition of this sound increases the
speed of speech, while in British English, the clear pronunciation makes speech more formal
and clear. Differences in the stress and intonation system play an important role in
expressing meaning and emotional nuances in the communication process. These
differences may initially cause difficulties for language learners, but they are overcome over
time through adaptation. On the contrary, this diversity demonstrates the richness of the
English language and allows learners to understand different accents. Thus, a thorough
analysis of differences in pronunciation not only expands phonetic knowledge, but also
serves to develop practical communicative skills.
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Discussion

The results of this study once again confirm that the differences between the
pronunciation of British and American English are a natural and legitimate phenomenon in
the language system [2]. These differences should be viewed not only as phonetic
differences, but also as a complex process related to the historical development of the
language, social environment and cultural factors. In particular, as a result of the
transformation of English into a global language, these two variants have become
widespread and are used in their own forms in different regions.

The differences in vowels and consonants, stress and intonation identified during the
study may initially cause confusion for learners. However, it is appropriate to assess this
situation not as a drawback, but as an integral part of the language learning process.
Practical experience shows that after language learners have become accustomed to one
variant for a certain period of time, they begin to develop the ability to understand the other
variant.

It is also observed that today the media, the Internet and international communication
tools are causing the wider spread of American English. At the same time, British English
also retains its position in the educational system and academic environment. This poses an
important question for language learners: which option should you choose? The results of
the study show that the most correct approach is to choose one option as a basis, while
developing the ability to understand the other [4]. In general, a deep understanding of the
differences in pronunciation not only enriches theoretical knowledge, but also increases the
ability to effectively participate in real-world communication. Therefore, studying these
differences is one of the important steps on the way to perfect mastery of the English
language.

Conclusion

This study compared the phonetic differences between British and American English
pronunciation and highlighted their main features. The analysis revealed that the differences
between the two variants are mainly evident in aspects such as the vowel and consonant
system, the use of the /r/ sound, stress, and intonation. These differences have been formed
under the influence of the historical development of the language, geographical separation,
and socio-cultural factors.

The study also showed that these differences in pronunciation do not seriously hinder
communication, but rather reflect the richness and diversity of the English language. These
differences may initially pose difficulties for language learners, but there is an opportunity
to adapt to them through regular practice and listening. One of the most important aspects is
that the learner must choose one variant as a basis and at the same time develop the ability
to understand the other variant.

In general, studying the pronunciation systems of British and American English not
only expands theoretical knowledge, but also strengthens practical speaking skills. This is
an important factor for using the English language effectively and confidently.
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